
Summary: Jesus begins His parable series with a story that invites every listener into honest self-examination. The farmer, the seed, and 
the message remain the same. The variable is the soil. The condition of our hearts determines how we receive God?s Word and whether 
it produces lasting fruit. Jesus reminds us that spiritual fruitfulness is not measured by enthusiasm or knowledge alone, but by 
transformation over time.

Main Idea: The condition of our heart determines how we receive God?s Word and whether it produces lasting fruit.

Main Passage: Matthew 13:1-23

Main Practice: Evaluate the soil of your heart and intentionally cultivate responsiveness to God?s Word this week.

Sermon Study  -  6.7.2026

Matthew 13:1-23 The Parable of the Four SoilsLeader's Corner

Prayer and Praise

Praise:

Where have you seen evidence of God?s work, growth, or fruit in your life recently?

Prayer:

??????- ?????Pray for soft and receptive hearts.

??????- ?????Pray for deeper roots in Christ.

??????- ?????Pray for wisdom to identify and remove spiritual distractions.

??????- ?????Pray for courage to respond to God?s Word with obedience.

??????- ?????Pray for opportunities to invest in others spiritually.



Go
your group on a mission

THE CONDITION OF THE SOIL MATTERS

1.  What is a story, book, movie, or testimony that has had a lasting impact on your life? Why did it stick with you?

2.  Jesus says, ?Anyone who has ears, let them hear.? What?s the difference between simply hearing something and truly listening to it?

3.  As you review the four soils, what stands out most about Jesus? explanation of the parable?

4.  Why do you think Jesus says the seed and the farmer remain the same while the soil changes?

5.  Which of the four soils do you think people are most vulnerable to in our culture today? Why?

6.  Jesus teaches that fruit is the evidence that the seed has taken root. Which of the five fruits mentioned in the sermon? Contrition, 
Character, Conduct, Celebration, or Conversions? stands out to you most right now?

7.  Which of the four soils best describes the condition of your heart in this season? What makes you say that?

8.  When was the last time God?s Word genuinely moved you and led you to change something in your life?

9.  What ?thorn? is competing for space in your heart right now? It may not be sinful, but how is it crowding out God?s work in your life?

10.  If you mapped out everything you consumed last week, how much seed from God?s Word did you receive compared to the seed of 
culture? What is one practical adjustment you need to make this week?

Group Discussion



Read:

??????- ?????Mark 4:1-20

??????- ?????Luke 8:4-15

??????- ?????Psalm 1:1-6

??????- ?????James 1:21-25

??????- ?????Colossians 2:6-7

Reflect:

What practices help keep your heart soft, rooted, uncluttered, and fruitful before God?

Further Study

As a Group:

Take a few moments together to reflect on the five evaluative questions from the sermon. Allow space for honesty without fixing or 
correcting one another.

Individually:

Choose one specific action this week:

??????- ?????Repent of an area where your heart has become hardened.

??????- ?????Establish a daily rhythm of Scripture and prayer to deepen your roots.

??????- ?????Identify and prune one thorn that is crowding out spiritual growth.

??????- ?????Encourage or invest in one person who needs help taking a step closer to Jesus.

Challenge:

Ask yourself each day  -  ?What kind of soil am I cultivating today??

Practice
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