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NO SHORTCUTS

The Christian life is not a magic bullet; it’s a process that involves tensions + triumph.
God forms us through the process, not around it.

Faith is often uneasy—beautiful and gritty at the same time.

The big question in the letter of James is this:
How do I live out my faith and stay faithful when life is hard and unfair?

JAMES 1:1 NLT
Who Is James?
e Half-brother of Jesus
e Former skeptic, convinced by the resurrection
e  Writing to believers under pressure and persecution
e A pastor offering practical wisdom for real life

JAMES 1:2-8 NLT
1. Redefine Your Perspective (vv. 2-4)
e Trials are inevitable and come in many forms
Joy is not denial, but choosing how we interpret our trials
God uses testing to form perseverance and maturity
God is not wasting your trial

2. Redirect Your Attention (vv. 5-8)
e Trials create confusion—wisdom is needed
Biblical wisdom is not answers, but faithful direction.
God gives wisdom generously when we ask
Divided trust leads to instability

JESUS + A LONG OBEDIENCE IN THE SAME DIRECTION
James didn’t come up with this on his own—he watched his half-brother, Lord and Savior live it out!

The Christian life is a long obedience in the same direction, which is uneasy—filled with tensions +
triumph!

Challenge for the Week
e Identify one current trial
e PrayJames 1:2-5 daily
e Ask God to grow perseverance and give wisdom



